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ICOU_NTY supervisors dead-
locked yesterday ‘over a
proposed plan to sell water
from Matilija dam as Super-
visor Edwin Carty protested
it would allow a few ranchers to
buy the entire 1,000 acre feet of
water offered for sale this sum-
mer.

He and Supervisor R, E. Bar-
rett stalemated on the tentative
policy for sale of water when
Carty declared:

“The way we're starting out it’s
possible for three ranchers to go
in there and buy the whole 1,000
acre feet.”,

And Barrett retorted:

“There’s no way you can take
’ this water and benefit all the
people of Zone 1 (Ventura river-
Ojai valley area).”

Both agreed there isn’t enough
water to meet the demand.

Sitting as direciors of the
county-wide flood control dis-
trict, supervisors postponed ap-
Pproval of a “notice of intent to
sell water” drafted by Barreit

and deputy district attorney

James Dixon. They will con-
sider it further next Tuesday.

Bgsically, the plan provides:
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1 HE price of $25"'5’§‘ér acre

foot Which the flood board
of supervi"_sors considered yes-
terday for the sale of Matili-
ja dam water is considerably
less than the estimated $60 per
acre foot under discussion nearly
four years ago.

On June 25, 1948, the flood
board met with Consultent Har-
old Conkling and county flood
control engineer Robert Ryan fo
discuss the sale of water from
Matilija dam.

PLAN OUTLINED

At that meeting Conkling sug-
gested tha{ the flood control dis-
trict make plans to deliver water
to areas that are incorporated in
sSome way, as a city or as a water
distriet, He said the flood con-
trol distriet didn’t want to deal
with individuals, It will take
time to form water districts wheres
they ave meeded, Conkling said,
50 this work should be started
immediately. Now, during the
drought, is the time to form the
distriets, he declared.

Conkling told supervisors it
was absolutely necessary to have
the Matilija water rights deter-
mined in a judicial manner before
water is released and sold. He
said_ the flood control district
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OVER THE TOP — The Matilija Dam northwest of Ojai, nearly empty last night,
began spilling water this morning at 3 a.m. when a cloudburst hit the area. The water
spilléd over the notches cut in the dam late last summer to insure that the dam would
be safe.




