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Work

'I'O allow for excavation of flawy material from the left
_ (north) abutment of Matilija dam, supervisors of the Ven-
tura county flood control district after a lengthy, perturbed
discussion yesterday afternoon set up funds not to exceed
$47,000. The funds are to provide Contractors Atkinson Kier'

Bressi and Bevanda with mone
to excavate eclay seams whici"
were unearthed under block
and beneath the end block of th
left abutment of the dam wher
concrefe pouring operations Wers
underway. Pouring activities, up
on state order, were stopped the
latter part of last week until the
trouble over the elay seams can be
corrected. 'Thus, only routing
clearing operations have been go
ing on at the dam since then.

The supeivisors, in setting uj

their fund order yesterday, pavet
the way for the contractors
start immediately the excavatiol
of the unfit clay and shale mater
jale from the abutment. They au
thorized proceeding on excavatior
under O block in the gravity sec:
tion to a limit of $42,000, the ex-
cavation to be done by the con-
iractors on force account basis
The remaining $5,000 (in addition
to $3.000 allowed last week) is for
excavation of material under the
end bloek.
ONLY WAY OUT
~ Reluetant to vole any more
funds because of the already high
cost of the dam, supervisors took
the action as the only way out af-
ter it had been recommended by
the Donald R, Warren company.
S{anford Butts phrased their sen-
{iments by saying, “I'm not wvery
happy about i, but we've got the
cat by the tail.”

Car] Nelson, Warren's pariner,
e::igi.na:lly had wanted the super-
visors to set up approximately
§130,000 fo care for both excava-
tion of the unfit-for-dam-founda-
tioh material and for the concrete
that will have to be poured to ve-
place the excavation. But the
board followed County Surveyor

ing to see how much excavation
is needéd before setting up any
funds for pouring.

after an

prova

dation conditions could
plorad and a satistactory design
established.

With pouring halted, zone one
of the:.'f]ne'd control distriet then
had the obligation to clear out the

he

excavation and expose
tory foundation
pouring proceeded, Nelson said.

Nelson explmined how
of dam men and Warren represen=
tatives, including a Caltech geolo-
gist, went
The geologist feels
isfactory for
Warren programmed, Nelson de-
claved. The division of
won't make any cumment or ap-
1 until a program
ate the unfit materials has bheen
worked out.

1t was Nelson’s opinion that ex-
cavation will have to go down be=
fween 17 and 20 feef to get to
5 foundation material.
borings could he
they
thus further delaying work of the
contractors,
wWHO'S TO BLAME?

After Nelson had made his rec=-
ommendation as
cavation funds,
Price wanted fo
it was that things stich
|excavation came about,
{the public was entitled to know.
Nelson said every
to contingencies,
on  Matilija dam
the usual contingencies allowed
because of the
also claimed
boring could
without defects showing up. That

wou

happened

saying that
work that the dam there had to
be redesigned twice,

%Continued from page 1)
 the 1065 foot elevation until foun=-

be ex-

gatisfac~
before concrete

division

over the dam Monday.

the site is sat-
the type of design
dams

to elimin-

He said test
taken but that

1d hold up excavation,

{0 selfing up ex-
Supervicor Lester
know whose fault
as extra
He felt

dam {s subject
but that those
had been above

inflation factor. He
that boring after
have been taken

at Davis, he declared,
in spite of exploratory

Nelson felt

‘}_

approved the section in questionl
prior to the time of pouring!
(which forced open the defective
seam of material),
RYAN SEEPTICAL
Ryan didn’t see how the flaw
could have been missed. “That
baby's fremendous,” he declared.
When Buits declared he didn't
see how he could vote to spend
{he taxpayers money on any er-
rors the Donald Warren company
might have made, Nelson wanted
to know on what premise Bulls
founded his statement. e de-
clared that “the one small place
in the abutment! had looked sat-
isfactory and must have looked !
satisfactory to the state. Nelson
suggested the county could hive
its own expert engineer if there is
any question about the gervice ex-
tended by the Warren compahy.
Lester Price felt the people of
the district were critical of the
work in the field -and not, espe-
cially, of costs which had risen be-
cause of infiation. John Hallock,
a Warren representative, answer=
ed by saying that on ihe dams on
which he had worked none had
foundations which resembled ihe
original drawings. |
1f that’s so, said Robert Lefever,
why weren't the people (and the
board) informed so in the bond
jssue, He feared the dam costs
were going to make the water de=
rived foo exorbitantly priced. He
felt the figures for the dam ghould
be closer than nearly three times
as much as the estimate.

Hallock said that the founda- (|
tion conditions at first hadn't
seemed to indicate that there
would be any such troubles as
those which have developed. But
all the explorations in the world|
wouldn't have unearthed all the ||
flaws, he contended, .

After making the excayation

S e =

Supervisors, nearly

fund orders, supervisors signed
hour's execufive sesgion with oy S

the amended applications to the
state division of water resources
{for surplus waters irom Matilija
and Coyote creeks, which could

that the supervisorskand the War-
; S Nl pen company had taken every pre-
Warren's 1‘epreseqtatwes—he i# || caution normally expected in plan~
away from his business for about i ning the dam project.

three months—came back to.open ||| o Butts’ query on whether
meeting and requested Nelson to||{nere was any assurance, that the be obiainable in good years after
give a statement on conditions that | |gam would be appro red finally, [the Matilija and Casitas dams are
exustfi1 at the dam. Nelson declar- | | Nelson explained thaf the state built, The applications ask, for
ed i at a \_vqek a_go.Mondary bor= | | has bean qg_ﬁm 4tk dam five [8,000 acre feet for irrigation and
ings to a depth of 25 feet showed | |feet at a 'yy‘;‘ﬁﬂ_ vanced up domestic use and 4,300 for muni-

that added exeavation over what | [he ¢ cipal purposes a year from Ma-

was originally :nm_:i,cins;teti would | | may have be some change in|tilija creek and 6,000 acre feel,

be necessary. | |design since most arch dams are for irrigation and domestic us
_*.__HE then told how the contrac-| |designed to it foundation condi- |and 4,000 for municipal Purpf

‘o were halted after Atggﬂfﬁagej fione, He declared the state had|from Coyote creek. ’




